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1. Introduction 

 

This document records the findings of a School Self Evaluation undertaken in April & May 2018: ‘The use of 

Success Criteria and Formative Feedback in 1st and 2nd Year classes’. Qualitative data was gathered and 

analysed, including the views and opinions of students and teachers,  an analysis of the minutes of subject 

department meetings and an analysis of the use of Formative Feedback in 1st and 2nd Year reports to 

parents. 

 

This document is also advised by findings from our school’s participation in the TL21 program from 

2017-2018, and the Teaching & Learning Team 2017-2018. 

 

The direction of our School Improvement Plan 2018-19 regarding a whole school strategy for the 

improvement of teaching and learning is supported by the following: 

Recommendations from our Whole School Evaluation- Management, Leadership and Learning, undertaken 

by the Department of Education Skills Inspectorate in February 2017. 

St. Louis Secondary School Board of Management Strategic Plan 2017- 2020 Learning & Teaching 

Recommendations regarding the teaching and learning aspects of the Framework for Junior Cycle 2015 

Recommendations from Department of Education & Skills Inspectorate- School Self Evaluation Post Primary 

Schools 

 

2. This is what is working well in our school 

 

● The quality of teaching is very good 
● Lesson preparation is very good, and delivered in a positive learning environment 
● Student attainment in state exams is of a good standard 
● Teachers are focussed on improving student clarity regarding their learning 
● Teachers monitor student work and give feedback on a regular basis 

 

3. This is how we know 

 

Quality of Teaching 
● The quality of teaching and learning ranged from good to very good in the majority of lessons 

observed, with some exemplary practice noted (WSE MLL 2017) 
● We have good teachers- ‘I listen to the teacher’ and ‘My teacher explains where I went wrong’ 

received the highest scores when 1st Year students were asked ‘I understand Maths best when...’ 
(Student Survey 2016) 

 
Lesson Preparation & Learning Environment 

● A very good level of preparation was evident for all lessons, with a wide range of resources prepared 
in advance to support learning (WSE MLL 2017) 

● Deliberate efforts are made to create a positive learning environment. There was a very good 
rapport apparent in all interactions (WSE MLL 2017) 



 
Student Attainment in State Exams 

● Students who attained grades H1 to H5 at Higher Level in the Leaving Certificate Examinations 2017 
was on average 10% above the national female average in 75% of subjects 

● Students who attained grades A to C at Higher Level in the junior Certificate Examinations 2017 was 
on average 9% above the national average in 90% of subjects 

 
Teachers are focussed on improving student clarity regarding their learning 

● 40% of staff are using Learning Intentions regularly and 50% are beginning to experiment (February 
2018- Learning Intentions Teacher Questionnaire) 

● 68% of students are regularly hearing the term ‘Learning Intentions’ (April 2018- Learning Intentions 
and Success Criteria Questionnaire with 1st and 2nd Year students) 

● 77% of students feel they receive clear explanations of what they are learning (April 2018- Learning 
Intentions and Success Criteria Questionnaire with 1st and 2nd Year students) 

● 60% feel that they have a very clear understanding about what they are learning about in ‘most to 
all’ of their subjects (April 2018- Learning Intentions and Success Criteria Questionnaire with 1st and 
2nd Year students) 

 
Teachers monitor student work and  give feedback on a regular basis 

● 80% of teachers confirmed that ‘In my classroom students receive regular written/oral feedback’ 
(Teacher Survey 2016) 

● 73.9% of 1st and 2nd Year students selected ‘In some to most of my subjects’ when asked ‘...does 
your teacher spend time clearly explaining what your work should include to show that you have 
learned’ (April 2018- Learning Intentions and Success Criteria Questionnaire with 1st and 2nd Year 
students) 

 
 
4. This is what we are going to focus on to make our practice even better 

 

To develop Assessment For Learning practices that will improve teaching and learning in all subject               
departments, this report recommends ‘Developing Success Criteria Strategies and Formative Feedback’ as            
the whole school focus on improving teaching and learning 2018-2019. 
 
Build on what we do well: 

● 70% of 2nd Year students answered positively when asked ‘My teacher provides me with helpful               
feedback’ (2nd Yr Oral Literacy Questionnaire 2016). Focussing on Success Criteria facilitates the             
development of Formative Feedback practises, both in regular feedback to students reporting to             
parents. 

● 73.9% of 1st and 2nd Year students selected ‘In some to most of my subjects’ when asked ‘...does                  
your teacher spend time clearly explaining what your work should include to show that you have                
learned’ (April 2018- Learning Intentions and Success Criteria Questionnaire with 1st and 2nd Year              
students), and,  

● Approximately 90% of our teachers are either using Learning Intentions regularly or beginning to              
experiment with them (February 2018 Staff Survey- Learning Intentions). Focussing on Success            
Criteria in 2018-2019 continues the development of student clarity and Assessment For Learning             
practices on a whole school basis. 

 
Developing Success Criteria strategies responds to recent initiatives in second level education: 

● Framework for Junior Cycle 2015 Key Skills; Managing Myself, Being Literate, Working with Others 
● The promotion of formative teaching and assessment practices on a national basis including             

Formative Feedback, Active Learning, Self Assessment, Peer Assessment, and Reflecting on Learning 
 
Developing strategies where students are actively involved in establishing Success Criteria can be an              
effective introduction to group learning strategies for our teachers.  



 
Developing Success Criteria Strategies and Formative Feedback continues our response to the WSE MLL April               
2017- Learning and Teaching recommendations, and responds to our Board of Management Strategic Plan              
2017-2020 Learning and Teaching 

 

 

5. This is how parents can help 

 

● Focus on praise and encouragement 

● Encourage your child to apply teacher feedback to improve their work 

● Maintain a healthy balance between school work, homework, healthy activities, enjoyment, 

relaxation & sleep 

● Be aware of time spent on digital devices 
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Learning Coordinator- October 2018 


